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MDA Annual Meeting at Big Sky Filling Up Fast!
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After moving MDA’s 2020
annual meeting to Big Sky Resort
on April 16-17, the response has
been incredible. All 60 exhibit
spaces are sold out, setting a
new record! MDA contracted for
600-room nights, and nearly 350
room-nights are already filled.
Big Sky is the most stunning
resort in the state and draws
skiers from all over the world. It
is visually breathtaking and on a
clear day you can see more than
100 miles in every direction.
In addition to MDA offering
some very valuable continuing
education courses for dentists
and staff, Big Sky Resort has an
amazing choice of activities, from
skiing and snowmobile trips to
shopping and a world-class spa.
Big Sky is normally one of the most
expensive resorts in Montana, but
MDA secured a block of rooms as
low as $159 a night, which is half their normal price. And
A LT
your dental team and their family members canS Tstay
Y O U R and
IT

play after the conference during the last ski weekend of
the year on April 18-19. Ski-lift tickets are $99 (instead of
$160) to access eight breathtaking lifts.
At the opening session on Thursday, April 16th, you’ll
get to hear from the newly elected President-Elect of the
ADA, and from the Montana state senator who helped
us pass the law allowing general supervision of DANB
certified dental assistants. After a good day of CE on
Thursday, you can join us for the Awards Reception and
a live 5-piece band in the stunning Huntley Lodge Dining
Room, with floor-to-ceiling windows 30 feet high and a
view of night-skiing on the mountain.
Don’t miss out on the best MDA annual meeting in
years. Join us at Big Sky and get registered today! See the
registration brochure on page 7.

LEADERSHIP
U.S. Army Reserve Recruiting Five Montana Dentists

Anyone interested in a $100,000 signing bonus and $250,000 in student loan repayments?
Al Garver, MDA Executive Director
Each year, at the MDA Annual Meeting, one booth
typically includes recruiters for the U.S. Army Reserve
Health Care Team. I took time to call them recently, to
find out about opportunities in Montana. As it turns out,
they have the ability to recruit one dentist per year over
the next five years in our state, with weekend drills to be
performed at Fort Harrison in Helena.

I was blessed to have served 34 years in the U.S.
military, with 26 of those years in the Guard and Reserve.
Throughout that period of time, I was always amazed
at how easily people dismissed “part-time” military
service as an option for them. Rather than focus on that
misinformation, I’d like to highlight some of the incredible
benefits besides the $100K signing bonus for dentists and
the $250K in student loan repayment:
1. While you would serve “one weekend a month
and two weeks per year” as a baseline, the Guard
and Reserve are amazingly flexible when it comes
to schools and deployments. Typically, a medical
professional could expect to serve 90 days once every
five years, and have a say in when they volunteer to
perform that service.
2. Most medical professionals in the reserves don’t get
sent overseas or to combat zones unless they request
it. The majority backfill stateside bases while full-time
officers deploy overseas.
3. The military pays for all continuing education.

MDA’s Executive Director,
Al Garver, served 34 years
in the U.S. Air Force,
including nine years in
the Montana Air National
Guard. He finished
his career as the State
Command Chief of the DC
National Guard, retiring
in 2017.

Continued on Page 4

• President:
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Dr. Ronald Jarvis
Dr. Jason Tanguay
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Dr. Andrew Althauser
Dr. Jane Gillette
Dr. Kurt Lindemann
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Dr. Jesse Cole
Dr. Ronald Davis
Dr. Apr Foster
Dr. Will Samson
Dr. Greg Seaman
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•
•
•

Dr. Katie Slocum
Dr. Tyson Smith
Dr. Lars Swensen
Dr. Wade Wilde

STAFF:
• Executive Director:
• Executive Assistant:
• Administrative Assistant:
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Mr. Al Garver
Ms. Jean Strainer
Ms. Pamela Maslanka

CONTACT MDA

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
Telephone: (406) 443-2061
Toll Free (in-state): (800) 257-4988
Fax: (406) 443-1546
Email: info@montanadental.org
Website: www.MontanaDental.org

Mailing Address:
MDA News
Montana Dental Association
PO Box 1154
Helena, MT 59624
The MDA News is a copyrighted publication of the Montana
Dental Association and is distributed bimonthly to its members
as a direct benefit of membership. All views expressed herein
are published on authority of the writer under whose name
they appear and are not to be regarded as the views of the
Association. MDA reserves the right to reduce, revise or
reject any manuscript submitted for publication. Copy for
publication should be mailed to the above address.

9 out 10
dentists
recommend
PayneWest…

Well, we don’t know that
exactly—but what we do
know is that we’ve been the
Montana Dental Association’s
endorsed agency for over
40 years! Look to an agency
with experience in your
industry. Look to PayneWest.

Contact Nate Allie today
at (406) 238-1910 or
NAllie@PayneWest.com.
PayneWest.com/Billings
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MDA Membership Market Share Soars
in
Active Licensed Dentists
MDA’s Membership Committee reports that
Montana’s membership market share finished
2019 with a strong surge to second place in
the nation. The accomplishment sets the pace
for 2020 as the Board of Directors continue
to vet partnerships with companies to provide
added member-only services to help you focus
more time on your practice and deliver value to
your membership. Congratulations, and please
continue to network with your colleagues and
share fellowship during your local district
dental society meetings and events.
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U.S. Army Reserve…
YOU DESERVE THE BEST!

(Continued from Page 2)

You worked hard, reap your reward.
You deserve accuracy and expertise.
We provide superior transitions.

4. The healthcare and dental benefits for part-time
service are incredible. $44 a month for single rate or
$228 a month for family rate gets you the same goldplated health care coverage as active duty military.
5. The retirement benefits after 25 years of service are
substantial.
6. The leadership and training opportunities are hard to
put a number on, and it’s also difficult to put a value
on serving with thousands of fellow patriots.

We work for you to get it.
Contact us today!

If anyone is interested in learning more about such
service in Montana, contact Sergeant First Class Kelly
Heltzel at (509) 484-6471.

Lynne Nelson
Co-Founder

Donna Carlson Lowell
Co-Founder

Denise Jones

Client Coordinator

(406) 389-0123
info@practicemanagementassociates.org
www.practicemanagementassociates.org
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Implants and Full Arch Dentistry
In Association with the

Third District Dental Society
Friday, March 20, 2020
Fairmont Hot Springs - 8 CDE, Lecture
Featuring Bryan Harris and Chris Morris
View the brochure at MontanaDental.org
contact chad.sand@straumann.com
406.431.0001
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2020 Tripartite Membership Dues
Renew your tripartite membership today. Dues are payable by March 31.
Continue to enjoy the many services designed to add value to your membership.
ADA, MDA and your local district dental society enhance your ability to achieve
success and your excellence as a dentist, and ensure a strong future for the
profession.
Please call the Montana Dental Association for more information. Visit
MontanaDental.org to view your statement and pay your dues online.
Montana Dental Association, 800-257-4988.
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Aesthetic Z+
Strength + Beauty

Zirconia...at its finest

Receive
Aesthetic Z+ is the revolutionary
$
formulation of dental zirconia that
dentists prefer! The superior
your first case & SEE
flexural strength of 1250 Mpa
the Difference!
results in fewer fractures and the
optimal translucency and superior
Accepting
shade matching and consistency yields
digital scans
beautiful restorations, case after case.
Prescribe Aesthetic Z+ today and enjoy
natural-looking dentition and long-lasting results!

50 OFF

We are pleased to announce...
Andrew F. Freund, D.D.S.
has acquired the practice of
Leslie A. Hayes, D.D.S.
Bozeman, Montana

We are pleased to have represented
both parties in this transition.

Quality Products at Amazing Prices. Case after Case.
®

800.232.3826
www.assureddentallab.com
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877.283.5351

|

www.AFTCO.net

Practice Sales & Purchases Over $3.2 Billion
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FEES

By
Dec 31

Jan 1–
Mar 31

After
Apr 1

$350

$375

$425

1

MDA Member or ADA 11th District
Member of (AK, ID, OR, WA)

2

MDA Member using CE Credit

$325

$350

$400

3

MDA Retired Member

$85

$110

$150

4

ADA Member outside 11th District

$355

$380

$430

5

Non-Member Dentist

$750

$775

$825

6

Hygienist

$120

$145

$175

7

Dental Assistant

$120

$145

$175

8

Lab Technician or Office Staff

$120

$145

$175

$120

$145

$175

$30

$30

$45

Guest Attending Class, Breaks,
Lunch
Dental school, hygiene or
10
assistant student
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REGISTRATION CODES
THURSDAY COURSES
A
B
C
D

Dr. Daniel Pompa | 6 CEC
Battling and Beating
the Demons of Dental
Assisting | 3 CEC
Dental Radiography
Review | 2 CEC
Learning to Reduce
Stress | 3 CEC

FRIDAY COURSES
E

Dr. Mark Hyman | 6 CEC

F

Learn How to Build Your
Practice Referrals | 3 CEC

THURSDAY EVENTS
G

President’s Lunch/
General Assembly (dentists only)

H Thursday Trade Show Buffet Lunch
I

President’s Reception/
Award Ceremony

FRIDAY EVENTS
J

MoDePAC Breakfast with
Greg Gianforte

L

Friday Trade Show Buffet Lunch

SPECIAL EVENTS
M

Al Garver/How to Run for the
Montana Legislature | 0 CEC
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Montana Oral Health Foundation Update
Dr. John Smith
Serving on the MOHF board gives dentists an inside
look at how the MDA entities operate. On Friday,
September 20, 2019, the MOHF Board met in Helena. Its
extended meeting included a comprehensive briefing on
investments and investing from three primary speakers:
• Nick Dietzen from the Montana Community
Foundation highlighted the “Doug and Sue Hadnot
Fund” and let us know how advantageous the Montana
Endowment Tax Credit is to donors.
• Gary Lucas and Eric Vermulm of Allied
Investments in Billings left the MOHF Board with a good
feeling about the efforts they put in to managing MOHF
funds. They provided insight into the world of stocks,
bonds and investing.
• Dave Roberts, a highly successful local retired
money manager who managed over 4 billion dollars,
spoke about the importance of foundations in our society

and spoke to the diligence and work it takes to be a good
investor. Dave also made a donation to MOHF after
hearing a story about one of the dental assisting students
we gave a scholarship to.
It is tremendously important to the MOHF Board that
we be good stewards of your gifts and manage them well.
We feel our current advisors are doing a great job for you.
In other business, the MOHF Board awarded
scholarships and grants to the Salish Kootenai Dental
Assisting Program, the Montana State Dental Assisting
and Hygiene program, and to Sprout Oral Health to assist
with a start-up plan to provide services to senior residents
at nursing homes in western Montana. We will also
support community toothbrush and preventive programs
in your local areas. If you have a community activity and
need help with it, please call the MDA office.

MOHF Dental Society Challenge
In Nov 2019, the Montana Oral Health Foundation
(MOHF) issued a friendly challenge to all 10 district
dental societies to make contributions as part of their dues
renewal. As of January 8, 2020, 1st District (Kalispell)
is leading in number of contributions and 5th District
(Helena) is leading in average contribution amount. We
encourage all dentists to get contributions in to build up
the growing MOHF fund. We also look forward to seeing
Dental
District

Number of
Donors

Dollar
Amount

1

12

$1,100

2

10

$3,900

3

2

$200

4

7

$700

5

6

$10,410

6

7

$700

7

2

$200

8

0

9

7

$560

10

4

$400

Total

57

$18,170

the trip packages each district is creating for the MOHF
silent auction at the annual meeting!

Ready for something new?

When you are ready to take that next step, Keystone
can help you get the most out of your practice.

Call us at 406-413-0635
KeystoneDentalTransitions.com

13

AVITUS DENTAL MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS

Virtual Dental
Insurance
Billing
Maximize Reimbursement and
Increase Cash Flow
INCREASE YOUR OVERALL PROFITABILITY THROUGH
BETTER BILLING AND COLLECTIONS PROCESSES WHILE
ALSO REDUCING YOUR STRESS.
•
•
•
•
•

Insurance claim submissions and follow-up
Accurate, timely accounting through secure systems
Patient-insurance verification
Patient-statement management
Credentialing

Free Yourself from the
Administrative Burden.
Is business administration bogging you down and preventing
you from spending time with patients and growing your
practice? Let us shoulder the administrative burden for you.

AVITUS GROUP’S FULL SUITE OF PROFESSIONAL
BUSINESS SERVICES:
•
•
•
•
•

Payroll Administration
Accounting
Tax Planning & Preparation
Human Resources
Benefits Administration

•
•
•
•
•

Co-Employment
Risk & Safety Management
Recruiting
Branding & Marketing
Information Technology

Visit our website
or give us a call
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avitusdental.com
888.249.2197

Missoula Dentists Host Veterans Day Event
Ashley Robertson
MISSOULA, MT—Dr. Sue Tiede and her staff
opened their doors on Saturday, Nov 9th,
2019, to serve local veterans. 45 veterans were
given a complete dental exam, oral hygiene
instructions, cleaning and x-rays; all at no cost.
This was the third year in a row it was hosted
by Missoula Pediatric Dentistry and Missoula
Oral Surgery. Dr. Grant Wiswell and his staff
also opened their doors for any extended
treatment that was required.
The goal of this event was for veterans to
leave the practice with a clean mouth and to be
informed of any other dental needs they may
have. Both practices refer veterans that may
need more dental care to low-cost resources,
transferring their records to make it easy.
While the practices scheduled a full day of care,
they also accepted walk-ins. All veterans served were

encouraged to return next year. The two practices had the
help of three more dental hygienists from other offices
who volunteered their time. The team effort allowed
many more veterans to be served in a single day.

(At left)
Dental
Assistant
Kaitlyn, a
veteran and
Hygienist
Ben

(At right)
Hygienist
Nadia and
a veteran

Dental assistant Brandi and a veteran
Dr. Tiede and a veteran

Hygienist Brianna and a veteran
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Sold ___ practices in 2018.
How can we help you in 2019?

Call us today
425.489.0848
Todd McVay
todd@tkmgllc.com

to get started.

Julie Hawken
206.595.6425
julie@tkmgllc.com

EXPERTS IN PRACTICE SALES,
TRANSITIONS, MANAGEMENT,
& CONSULTING

knutzenmcvaygroup.com
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Montana Donated Dental Services Reaches $5 Million
in Donated Treatment
Public-Private Partnership Serves Underserved Montana Residents
HELENA, MT—Volunteers in Montana’s
Donated Dental Services (DDS) program have
reached the milestone of $5 million in free
comprehensive dental treatment for Montanans
with disabilities or who are elderly or medically
fragile. Thanks to the generosity of hundreds of
Montana dentists and laboratories, people were able to
receive dental care they needed, but could not afford.
DDS Montana was founded in 1997 in conjunction
with the Montana Dental Association. An initial grant
from Montana’s Developmental Disabilities Planning
and Advisory Council and matching funds from the state
legislature launched
the DDS program in
1997. The Council
continued
financial
support through 2003,
when the Montana
Department of Public
Health and Human
Services, Developmental Disabilities Program, began
providing a small grant each year to fund the part-time
coordinator. Over the past 22 years, support from the state
of Montana has totaled $639,197 ($29,000 per year), the
Montana Dental Association donated professional office
space and support for the coordinator valued at $132,000
($6,000 per year), the Montana Oral Health Foundation
paid for the office equipment, and the dentists and labs
cumulatively provided $5 million in treatment at no cost.
Dr. David Keim is president of Dental Lifeline Network
of Montana, a past president of the Montana Dental
Association, and an active DDS volunteer in Kalispell.
“I am so proud of the wonderful dedication of all of
the DDS volunteer dentists,” said Dr. Keim. Since the
program launched, more than 202 volunteer dentists and
44 dental laboratories gave their time and resources to
serve 1,419 people in Montana.”
The DDS coordinator determines eligibility of an
individual in need, identifies a dentist in that area who

can perform the care, then serves as liaison
between the dental staff and the patient. A DDS
volunteer dentist sees patients in their own
office on their own schedule and determines the
appropriate treatment plan.
To volunteer or apply for Montana DDS
services, visit www.DentalLifeline.org/Montana or
contact Margaret Petrick, Montana Coordinator, at
406.449.9670. Applicants must lack adequate income to
pay for dental care and:
• Have a permanent disability, or
• Are elderly (age 65 or older), or
• Qualify as medically fragile.
Due to lengthy wait lists, applications are not being
accepted in the following counties: Custer, Missoula,
Prairie, Ravalli, Rosebud, Teton, and Yellowstone, unless
the applicant is a veteran or medically fragile.
Dental Lifeline Network (DLN) is a national dental
charity that manages the Donated Dental Services
program in each state, providing access to comprehensive
dental care for people with disabilities or who are elderly
or medically fragile and have no other way to get help.
Through the overwhelming generosity of 16,000 volunteer
dentists, 3,500 volunteer laboratories, dental products
manufacturers and distributors and local communities,
DLN transforms lives through the delivery of lifesustaining and even lifesaving care. These volunteers have
provided over $450 million in dental treatment to more
than 155,000 people in all 50 states and the District of
Columbia since the start of the first program in Colorado
34 years ago.
Visit https://www.kulr8.com/donated-dentalservices-provides-million-in-free-care/video_
ccea60ea-2bb8-11ea-8ac2-f30aa7d5fd47.html
for the KULR-8 video on donated dental services.
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C A R E E R
Practices for Sale
General Family Dental Practice in
NW Montana - Established practice
has a loyal patient base and welcomes
an average of 18 new patients a month.
Spacious stand-alone building of
1,557 sq. ft. with 3 ops, could expand
to accommodate another treatment
room. Treatments referred out are molar
endo, surgical extractions, implant
placement AND restoration, advanced
perio, and ortho. Building for sale or
lease with option to purchase. For more
information, please call Lynne or Donna
at 406-389-0123. info@pmaadvisors.org
Northern Montana, Highline, NEW
LISTING - Nice office located on the
highline area of Northern Montana.
Seller is motivated and ready to sell.
Seller is relocating out of area. Produce
in the $500 range. Digital office, and
ready for new Doctor. 4 op practice and
fee for service patients. Rural living in
northern Montana. Great opportunity.
Call Jared at 208-949-0868 or email
jared@mydentalbroker.com.

C E N T E R

NW Montana, NEW LISTING (Pending) Great office. 5 ops producing
800 plus, great location in very desirable
area, owner wanting to stay on part
time. Located in Flathead valley. Email
jared@mydentalbroker.com or call Dr
Jared Franson 208-949-0868.

Western Montana - Stand alone
building for sale also. Beautiful location
and building. Great community. Practice
produces over 700. And lots of room
for growth. Call today for more info.
Dr. Jared Franson @ 208-949-0868 or
email jared@mydentalbroker.com

Southern Montana - Large
metropolitan area. Small 3 op practice
producing over 400K. Great location
and building for sale also. Great way to
get foot in the door in the community or
even may be a merger. Please contact
Dr Jared Franson @ 208-949-0868 or
email jared@mydentalbroker.com

Western Montana - (Pending) New
opportunity. Associate to partner.
large clinic looking for a partner to
help manage and grow the already
large office. Producing over 1.5 million
and a partner is retiring. So It would
be a readymade practice with little to
no out of pocket until partnership is
established. Contact Dr Jared Franson
@208-949-0868 or email jared@
mydentalbroker.com

Classified ads are available at no charge to MDA members.
Contact MDA at 800-257-4988 or info@montanadental.org.
Visit www.MontanaDental.org for more information
and opportunities.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Locum Dentist

Repair Services

For Sale

LOCUM DENTIST WITH 20 YEARS of
experience available to assist you with
all aspects of general dentistry while
you must be away from your practice.
Butte native. Please contact Dr. Murphy
at 406-299-3596.

INTRAORAL X-RAY SENSOR
REPAIR/SALES. Repairs with rapid
turnaround. Save thousands over
replacement costs. We specialize in
Kodak/Carestream, Dexis Platinum,
and Gendex sensors. We also buy/sell
dental sensors. Call 919-229-0483,
www.repairsensor.com

NO COST DENTAL EQUIPMENT
available for dental outreach events.
Looking to host a dental mission
or community-based event, such
as programs in nursing homes, for
veterans, or the homeless? We have
ALL the equipment you would need
including beautiful new portable
ADEC delivery units, a Nomad x-ray
unit, and sterilizers. Equipment is
available to dentists at NO COST, just
return the items in good condition.
Contact Dr. Jane Gillette at drgillette@
SproutOralHealth.org or 406-868-1549.
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MONTANA DENTAL ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 1154 HELENA MT 59624

Component Meeting Calendar 2020
February 18 @ 6:30 pm – Dist. 1 Kalispell
February 18 @ 6:00 pm – Dist. 2 Missoula
February 24 – No Meeting for Dist. 8
Lewistown
March 2 @ 7:30 pm – Dist. 7 Havre
March 10 @ 6:30 pm – Dist. 4 Great Falls
March 10 @ 6:00 pm – Dist. 5 Helena
March 10 @ 6:30 pm – Dist. 6 Bozeman
March 10 @ 5:30 pm – Dist. 9 Billings
March 17 @ 6:30 pm – Dist. 1 Kalispell
March 17 @ 6:00 pm – Dist. 2 Missoula
March 30 @ 6:00 pm – Dist. 8 Lewistown
Component CE 2020
Mar 20, Third District/Straumann CE –
see page 5

PRESORT STANDARD
US POSTAGE
PAID
HELENA MT
PERMIT 195

Other MDA/ADA Meetings 2020
Apr 15, MDA Board of Directors, Big Sky,
Montana
Apr 16-17, MDA Annual Meeting, Big Sky,
Montana
Apr 26-28, ADA/ASDA Lobby Day,
Washington, DC
Jul 19-24, ADA Conference Week, Chicago
(President Elect, Management,
Membership)
Jul 31–Aug 1, Western States Presidents
Conference, Monterey, CA
TBA, MDA Board Meeting, September
Sep 18-19, 11th District Pre-Caucus,
Seattle, WA
Oct 15-19, ADA Annual Meeting, Orlando,
Florida

Other MDA/ADA Meetings 2021
Montana Board of Dentistry Calendar
TBA, MDA Board Meeting, January
2020
TBA, MDA Legislative Day, Helena
Feb 7, Public Hearing, Helena
May 5, MDA Board of Directors, Big Sky,
Mar 6, Full Board Meeting 10:00 a.m., Helena
Montana
Jun 5, Full Board Meeting 10:00 a.m., Helena May 6-7, MDA Annual Meeting, Missoula
Sep 11, Full Board Meeting 10:00 a.m., Helena Sep 17-18, 11th Pre-Caucus (Seattle)
Dec 4, Full Board Meeting 10:00 a.m., Helena Oct 12-15, ADA HOD Caucus (Las Vegas)

